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For guidance on managing
construction health risks go to

www.hse.gov.uk/construction
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Using the Mobile Diesel Fuel Bowser

There are European regulations which govern the design, testing and manufacture of
containers for dangerous goods. The Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Road Regulations
classifies diesel as a dangerous substance.

If dangerous goods are being transported by road then they must be conveyed in a
container which complies with ADR. ADR is an international agreement - implemented in
the UK by regulation and in Europe by a directive. The hire company must be able to
supply an IBC approval certificate, an up to date certificate confirming a leak proof test
and an identification plate will be attached to the container. The mobile diesel fuel bowser
must be suitable for diesel oil and designed to comply with current EU Environmental
Regulations for the elimination of accidental spillage. The outer container bund must be
in excess of 110% capacity of the inner container.

For diesel loads in excess of 1000 litres or 220 gallons transported by road, the vehicle
driver must have undergone training and hold a special licence.

1. No smoking and no naked lights in the vicinity of the mobile diesel fuel bowser.

2. Always dispense diesel fuel in the open air and not inside a building.

3. Diesel fuel should only be dispensed into approved containers.

4. Do not dispense diesel fuel directly into an approved container — always use a pouring
spout or funnel.

5. If any clothing is splashed with diesel fuel, change it immediately.

6. Spillages or leaks pose a number of hazards, do not overfill a tank and make sure that the
filler cap is securely in place and not leaking.

7. Be aware that diesel fuel expands and vapour can build up in hot weather. Do not fill to the
top - leave sufficient capacity to allow for expansion.

8. Approved containers should not be overfilled and should be securely fastened during
transit to prevent them falling over and leaking.

9. Be aware that spillages on the road surface can create slippery conditions that are a major

hazard to other road users, especially those on two wheels.

Safety Guidance
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Mobile Diesel Fuel Bowser

The rules and procedures in force where people are at work
may require the person responsible for this equipment to
carry out a specific risk assessment.

It is important to read this entire leaflet BEFORE
using the Mobile Diesel Fuel Bowser
Plan the use of the Mobile Diesel Fuel Bowser so that it can always
be used safely.
Take care whilst loading/moving this equipment; in particular
onto and off vehicles, as its weight is unevenly distributed.

Observe good lifting practice and wherever possible share the
load.

The mobile diesel fuel bowser is designed to store and dispense diesel fuel oil. Do not use
it for any other purpose.

Moving the mobile diesel fuel bowser can cause injury or damage if not carried out in a
careful and controlled way, especially if it contains fuel oil.

If you have not used a diesel fuel bowser before, familiarise yourself with the equipment
before you start work.

You should wear the following items of personal protective equipment: safety boots (EN345
or BS1870 / 4972); safety helmet (EN397 or BS5240); rubberised gloves designed for
handling fuel, impact resistant goggles: EN166 — B or BS2092 grade 1;

This diesel fuel bowser must not be used by minors, or by anyone under the influence of
drugs or alcohol.

This diesel fuel bowser is designed for operation by an able-bodied adult. Anyone with

Please keep this leaflet safely as it may be required for future reference
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either temporary or permanent disability must seek expert advice before using it.

Every effort has been made by HAE/EHA to ensure that the information given in this document and supporting material
is accurate and not misleading. HAE/EHA cannot accept responsibility for any loss or liability perceived

to have arisen from the use of any such document/material. Only Acts of Parliament and Statutory Instruments

have the force of law and only the courts can authoritatively interpret the law.
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